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Description 

[0001 ] The present invention relates to a flooring pan- 
el or wall panel and the use thereof in a wet room. 
[0002] During the last few years laminated floors have 
achieved and increased popularity and on many mar- 
kets they are beginning to replace parquet floors and 
wall-to-wall carpets. At the production of laminated 
floors a decorative thermosetting laminate is first pro- 
duced. This laminate usually consists of a base layer of 
paper sheets impregnated with phenol-formaldehyde 
resin and a decorative surface layer consisting of a de- 
cor paper sheet impregnated with melamine-formalde- 
hyde resin. The laminate is produced by pressing the 
different layers at a high pressure and an increased tem- 
perature. 

[0003] The laminate obtained is then glued to a carrier 
of particle board for instance or used as such without 
any carrier and it is then called compact laminate. The 
laminated panel thus produced is then sawn up to a 
number of floor boards which are provided with groove 
and tongue at the long sides and the short sides. Often 
the floor boards produced have a thickness of about 7 
mm, a length of 120 cm and a width of about 20 cm. 
Thereby they can usually be put on top of an existing 
flooring material at a renovation. According to another 
alternative, instead one or more of the above decorative 
sheets can be laminated directly towards a base sheet 
of particle board for instance. 

[0004] At the assemblage of such a flooring glue is 
normally applied in the groove when the floor boards are 
assembled. Therefore, it will be difficult to change a 
damaged board or to remove a whole flooring and for 
instance install it in another room. 
[0005] To avoid the above problem efforts have been 
made to achieve floor boards which can be assembled 
without glue. One such construction is disclosed in the 
U.S. patent 5,295,341. There the boards are provided 
with groove and tongue in the usual way, but here a 
snap-together system is included in the groove-tongue 
joint. These floor boards have the disadvantage that the 
joints between the boards will be flexible and not rigid. 
This means that if the surface below the floor boards is 
not completely even which is usually the case, a gap will 
be formed between the boards. In these gaps dirt and 
water can penetrate. 

[0006] It is the object of the invention to provide a 
flooring panel or wall panel which can be assembled 
without glueing but nevertheless gives a rigid connec- 
tion with water tight joints. 

[0007] This subject is solved by a flooring panel or wall 
panel with the features of claim 1 . 
[0008] According to the present invention a flooring 
panel or wall panel, preferably of thermosetting laminate 
having two pairs of parallel side edges has been brought 
about. Two of these side edges are provided with a lock- 
ing means in the form of a groove and the other two with 
a tongue fitting in the groove whereby a tongue/groove 



joint for assembling of the panels is formed. The groove 
and the tongue are made of a water tight material and 
formed with a snap-together joint including one or more 
snapping webs or the like with corresponding cooperat- 

5 ing snapping grooves. The groove in front of the snap- 
together joint has an entrance opening and continues 
inside the snap-together joint in a stabilizing groove. The 
tongue is formed with a rear neck intended to fit in the 
entrance opening and a forwardly protruding stabilizing 

io part situated in front of the snap-together joint and in- 
tended for a tight fit in the stabilizing groove, whereby 
connecting panels when assembled by the snap-togeth- 
er joints and the stabilizing parts in the stabilizing 
grooves are fixed to each other and prevented from un- 

15 intentional separation while at the same time a rigid floor 
covering or wall covering respectively with water tight 
joints and without unintentional gaps between the pan- 
els is obtained. 

[0009] According to one preferred embodiment two 
20 adjacent side edges of the panel are provided with a 
groove and the other two side edges with a tongue. At 
this embodiment the panel is usually rectangular, but it 
can also be square. 

[0010] At square panels it is also possible to provide 
25 a pair of parallel sides with a groove and the other pair 
with a tongue. However, the choice of pattern on the sur- 
face layer of the panel is limited at this shape. 
[0011] It is preferred that the groove and the tongue 
are made of thermoplast, a thermosetting laminate, alu- 
30 minum or a chipboard or particle board impregnated 
with a thermoplast. Of course also other water tight ma- 
terials can be used. 

[0012] At one embodiment, the groove as well as the 
tongue are formed as a ledge fixed to the side edges of 
35 the panel. Suitably the ledge-formed groove and tongue 
respectively are then fixed in a recess along the side 
edges with glue for instance. 

[0013] The snapping webs can be formed on the up- 
per and/or lower side of the tongue while fitting snapping 

40 grooves are formed in the groove 

[0014] In one preferred embodiment one snapping 
web is formed on the upper side of the tongue and one 
on the lower side thereof while the groove has two fitting 
snapping grooves one at the top and one at the bottom. 

45 [001 5] If necessary one pair of snapping webs can be 
formed on the upper side of the tongue and one pair on 
the lower side thereof Of course you then need two 
snapping grooves at the top and two snapping grooves 
at the bottom of the groove to fit with the snapping webs. 

50 This construction will give an extremely strong joint 
[0016] Of course the snapping webs can instead be 
arranged in the groove and the snapping grooves on the 
tongue. 

[0017] In one preferred embodiment the width of the 
55 stabilizing part is 2-10 mm, preferably 4-10 mm. Gener- 
ally a wider stabilizing part with fitting stabilizing groove 
gives a better rigidity of the assembled panels. 
[0018] The stabilizing part will also assist in a correct 
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assemblage of the panels. Thus, when the stabilizing 
part moves into the stabilizing groove you get a correct 
level of the panels and the panels can easily be pushed 
into the correct position where you do not have any gap 
between the panels. Of course without any substantial s 
gap between the panels water and dirt are prevented 
from entering the assembled flooring or wall covering. 
[0019] As a safe guard against water penetration a 
seal might be arranged in the inner part of the stabilizing 
groove for instance. 10 
[0020] Preferably the grooves and the tongues run the 
full length of the side edges of the panels. 
[0021] The panels can be designed in such a manner 
that the under side of the groove and the tongue are 
situated in the same level as the under side of the panel, is 
[0022] The panels can be used for covering floors and 
walls in ordinary dry rooms However, due to the rigid 
and water tight joints the panels can be used also for 
wet rooms. For such applications the whole panel is 
preferably made of thermosetting laminate of so-called 20 
compact laminate type. Such a laminate does not ab- 
sorb water. 

[0023] Another alternative is a non water absorbing 
base with a water tight surface. The surface may for in- 
stance consist of paint, a thermoplastic foil such as pol- 25 
yethylene, polypropylene or polyvinyl chloride, a paper 
sheet impregnated with thermosetting resin or of a ther- 
mosetting laminate. 

[0024] One suitable non water absorbing base is a 
board produced by pressing wood particles or wood 30 
chips impregnated with a thermoplastic. 
[0025] The invention will be further explained in con- 
nection with the enclosed figures of which figure 1 sche- 
matically shows a panel 1 according to the invention 
seen from above. The panel is drawn with a rectangular 35 
shape but it can as well be square. Figures 2 and 3 show 
a cross section through two adjacent edges of two em- 
bodiments of a panel where two such panels are to be 
assembled. The construction according to figure 2 is 
preferred. ao 
[0026] The panel 1 consists of a base of wood parti- 
cles impregnated with a thermoplastic with a decorative 
thermosetting laminate as a surface layer 17 glued on 
top. 

[0027] The panel 1 has two pairs of parallel side edg- 45 
es 2, 3 and 4, 5 respectively (Fig. 1 ). Two of these side 
edges are provided with locking means in the form of a 
groove 6 and the other two with a tongue 7 fitting in the 
groove 6, whereby a tongue/groove joint for assembling 
of the panels is formed. so 
[0028] The groove 6 and the tongue 7 are made of a 
water tight material and formed with a snap-together 
joint. In the embodiment shown in figure 2 the snap-to- 
gether joint consists of two snapping webs 9, one on the 
upper side of the tongue 7 and one on the lower side of 55 
tongue, these webs 9 cooperating with two fitting snap- 
ping grooves 10. 

[0029] In front of the snap-together joint, which means 



the snapping webs 9 and the snapping groove 10, the 
groove 6 has an entrance opening 8. Inside the snap- 
together joint the groove 6 continues in a stabilizing 
groove 13. 

[0030] The tongue 7 is formed with a rear neck 11 in- 
tended to fit in the entrance opening 8 of the groove 6. 
In front of the snap-together joint the tongue 7 has a 
forwardly protruding stabilizing part 12 intended for a 
tight fit in the stabilizing groove 13. 
[0031 ] The parts 9 and 1 0 included in the snap-togeth- 
er joint are also adapted to each other to give a tight fit 
and strong joint. To increase this effect further the snap- 
ping grooves 10 are provided with undercut edges 18 
which cooperate with the backside of the snapping webs 
9 with the same undercut. 

[0032] The groove 6 and the tongue 7 are made of 
thermosetting laminate and formed as a ledge fixed by 
glue in a recess along the side edges of the panel. The 
under side 14 of the groove 6 is situated in the same 
level as the under side 15 of the panel and the under 
side 16 of the tongue 7 is situated in the same level as 
the under side 1 5 of the panel 1 . 
[0033] When connecting panels have been assem- 
bled by the snap-together joints and the stabilizing 
parts 1 2 inserted in the stabilizing grooves 13, the panels 
are fixed to each other and prevented from unintentional 
separation. A rigid floor covering or wall covering with 
water tight joints and without unintentional gaps be- 
tween the panels is obtained. The usual rotation of the 
snapping webs 9 in the snapping grooves 10 is prevent- 
ed by the stabilizing parts 12 in the stabilizing grooves 
13. Accordingly these parts are essential for the possi- 
bility to get a rigid joint between the panels. 
[0034] The embodiment shown in figure 3 is very sim- 
ilar to that according to figure 2. The difference is that 
only the under side of the tongue 7 is provided with a 
snapping web 9. The upper side is lacking a snapping 
web. Accordingly there is only one snapping groove 10 
at the bottom of the groove 6. 

[0035] The invention is not limited to the embodiments 
shown since these can be modified in different ways 
within the scope of the invention. 



Claims 

1. Flooring panel or wall panel, preferably of thermo- 
setting laminate having two pairs of parallel side 
edges (2, 3 and 4, 5 respectively), two of these side 
edges being provided with a locking means in the 
form of a groove (6) and the other two with a tongue 
(7) fitting in the groove (6) whereby a tongue groove 
joint for assembling of the panels is formed, wherein 
the groove (6) and the tongue (7) are formed with a 
snap-together joint including one or more snapping 
protrusions (9) formed on the upper side as well as 
on the lower side of the tongue (7) and correspond- 
ing cooperating fitting snapping grooves (10) 
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formed in the groove (6) characterized in that the 
groove (6) and the tongue (7) form a water tight joint 
and that the groove (6) has an entrance opening (8) 
situated towards the adjacent side panel or wall 
panel relative to the snap-together joint and contin- 5 
ues in a stabilizing groove (13) inside the snap-to- 
gether joint, that the tongue (7) is formed with a rear 
neck (11) intended to fit in the entrance opening (8) 
and a forwardly protruding stabilizing part (12) in- 
tended for a tight fit in the stabilizing groove (13), 10 
whereby connecting panels (1 ) when assembled by 
the snap-together joints and the stabilizing parts 
(12) in the stabilizing grooves (13) are fixed to each 
other and prevented from unintentional separation 
while at the same time a rigid floor covering or wall 15 
covering respectively without unintentional gaps 
between the panels is obtained. 

Panel according to claim 1, characterized in that 
two adjacent side edges (2, 4) are provided with a 20 
groove (6) and the other two side edges (3, 5) with 
a tongue (7). 

Panel according to claim 1 or 2, comprising a non- 
water absorbing base with a water tight surface lay- 25 
er. 

Panel according to claim 3, characterized in that 
the surface layer consists of paint, a thermoplastic 
foil such as polyethylene, polypropylene or polyvi- 30 
nyl chloride, a paper sheet impregnated with a ther- 
mosetting resin or a thermosetting laminate. 

Panel according to claim 3 or 4, characterized in 
that the base consists of a board produced by 35 
pressing wood particles or wood chips impregnated 
with a thermoplastic. 

Panel according to any one of claims 1-5, charac- 
terized in that the groove (6) as well as the tongue 40 
(7) are made of a water tight material, such as ther- 
moplast, a thermosetting laminate, a chipboard or 
a particle board impregnated with a thermoplast, 
aluminum or the like. 

Panel according to any one of claims 1-6, charac- 
terized in that the groove (6) as well as the tongue 
(7) are formed as a ledge fixed to the side edges of 
the panel. 

Panel according to any one of claims 1-7, charac- 
terized in that the ledge formed groove (6) and 
tongue (7) respectively are fixed in a recess along 
the side edges. 

Panel according to any one of claims 1-8, charac- 
terized in that one snapping web (9) is formed on 
the upper side of the tongue (7) and one on the low- 



er side thereof, while the groove (6) has two fitting 
snapping grooves ( 1 0) one at the top and one at the 
bottom. 

10. Panel according to any one of claims 1-9, charac- 
terized in that the width of the stabilizing part (12) 
is 2-10 mm. preferably 4-10 mm. 

1 1 . Panel according to any one of claims 1 -1 0, charac- 
terized in that the under side (14) of the groove (6) 
is situated in the same level as the under side (15) 
of the panel (1). 

1 2. Panel according to any one of claims 1-11, charac- 
terized in that the under side (16) of the tongue (7) 
is situated in the same level as the under side (15) 
of the panel (1). 

1 3. Panel according to any one of claims 1-12, charac- 
terized in that the inner part of the stabilizing groove 
(13) is provided with a seal for improvement of the 
water tightness. 

14. Use of a panel according to any one of claims 1-13 
for covering the floor and/or the walls of a wet room. 

15. Use according to claim 14, characterized in that 
the panel is made of the thermosetting laminate of 
so-called compact laminate type or of a non water 
absorbing base with a surface layer (1 7) consisting 
of paint, a thermoplastic foil, a paper sheet impreg- 
nated with thermosetting resin or of a thermosetting 
laminate. 

16. Use according to claim 15, characterized in that 
the base under the surface layer consists of a board 
produced by pressing wood particles or wood chips 
impregnated with a thermoplastic. 



Patentanspruche 

1 . Bodenpaneel oder Wandpaneel, vorzugsweise aus 
einem aushdrtenden Laminat, das zwei Paar von 
parallelen Seitenkanten (2, 3 und 4, 5 jeweils) hat, 
wovon zwei dieser Seitenkanten mit einer Eingriffs- 
einrichtung in der Form einer Nut (6) und die ande- 
ren zwei mit einer Feder (7) versehen sind. die in 
die Nut (6) passt, wodurch eine Nut-Federverbin- 
dung zum ZusammenfQgen der Paneele gebildet 
wird, wobei die Nut (6) und die Feder (7) mit einem 
Schnappverschluss gefonmt sind, der einen oder 
mehrere SchnappvorsprGnge (9) umfasst, die auf 
der oberen Seite ebenso wie auf der unteren Seite 
der Feder (7) geformt sind, und entsprechende da- 
mit zusammenwirkende passende Schnappnuten 
(10), die in der Nut (6) geformt sind, dadurch ge- 
kennzeichnet, dass die Nut (6) und die Feder (7) 
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eine wasserdichte Verbindung bilden und dass die 
Nut (6) eine Eingangsdffnung (8) hat, die in Rich- 
tung auf das benachbarte Sertenpaneel Oder Wand- 
paneel relativ zu dem Schnappverschluss angeord- 
net ist und sich in eine Stabilisiernut (13) in dem 5 
Schnappverschluss fortsetzt, dass die Feder (7) mit 
einem ruckwartigen Hals (11) geformt ist, der dazu 
gedacht ist, in die Eingangsflffnung (8) zu passen, 
und einem nach vome vorstehenden Stabilisierteil 
(12), das zu einer engen Passung in der Stabilisier- 10 
nut (13) gedacht ist, wobei verbindende Paneele 
(1), wenn sie durch die SchnappverschlQsse und 
Stabilisierteile (12) in den Stabitisiemuten (13) zu- 
sammengefQgt sind, aneinander befestigt sind und 
an einer unbeabsichtigten Trennung gehindert wer- 15 
den, wobei gleichzeitig eine steife Bodenabdek- 
kung oder Wandabdeckung jeweils ohne unbeab- 
sichtigte LOcken zwischen den Paneelen erzielt 
wird. 

20 

2. Paneel nach Anspruch 1 , dadurch gekennzeichnet, 
dass zwei benachbarte Seitenkanten (2, 4) mit ei- 
ner Nut (6) versehen sind und die anderen zwei Sei- 
tenkanten (3, 5) mit einer Feder (7). 

25 

3. Paneel nach Anspruch 1 oder 2, umfassend eine 
Wasser nicht absorbierende Basis mit einer was- 
serdichten OberflSchenschicht. 

4. Paneel nach Anspruch 3, dadurch gekennzeichnet, 30 
dass die Oberfiachenschicht aus Farbe, einer ther- 
moplastischen Folie, wie Polyethylen, Prolypropy- 

len oder Polyvyniichiorid, einer Papierschicht, die 
mit einem aushdrtenden Harz oder einem aushar- 
tenden Laminat impragniert ist, besteht. 35 

5. Paneel nach Anspruch 3 oder 4, dadurch gekenn- 
zeichnet, dass die Basis aus einem Karton besteht, 
der durch Pressen von Holzpartikeln oder Holz- 
schnitzeln hergestellt wird, die mit einem Thermo- *o 
plast impragniert sind. 

6. Paneel nach einem der AnsprQche 1 bis 5, dadurch 
gekennzeichnet, dass die Nut (6) ebenso wie die 
Feder (7) aus einem wasserdichten Material gefer- 45 
tigt ist, wie einem Thermoplast, einem ausharten- 
den Laminat, einer Spanplatte oder einer Holzspan- 
platte, die mit einem Thermoplast, Aluminium oder 
ahnlichem impragniert ist. 

50 

7. Paneel nach einem der AnsprQche 1 bis 6, dadurch 
gekennzeichnet, dass die Nut (6) ebenso wie die 
Feder (7) als eine Leiste geformt ist, die an den Sei- 
tenkanten des Paneels befestigt ist. 

55 

8. Paneel nach einem der AnsprQche 1 bis 7, dadurch 
2gekennzeichnet, als durch eine Leiste geformte 
Nut (6) und Feder (7) jeweils in einer Aussparung 



entlang den Seitenkanten fixiert ist. 

9. Paneel nach einem der AnsprQche 1 bis 8, dadurch 
gekennzeichnet, dass ein Schnappgewebe (9) auf 
der oberen Seite der Feder (7) und eines auf der 
unteren Seite geformt ist, wobei die Nut (6) zwei 
passende Schnappnuten (10), eine oben und eine 
am Boden, hat. 

10. Paneel nach einem der AnsprQche 1 bis 9, dadurch 
gekennzeichnet, dass die Breite des stabilisieren- 
den Teils (12) 2-10 mm ist, vorzugsweise 4-10 mm. 

11. Paneel nach einem der AnsprQche 1 bis 10, da- 
durch gekennzeichnet, dass die untere Seite (14) 
der Nut (6) sich auf dem gleichen Niveau wie die 
untere Seite (15) des Paneels (1) befindet. 

12. Paneel nach einem der AnsprQche 1 bis 11, da- 
durch gekennzeichnet, dass die untere Seite (16) 
der Feder (7) sich auf dem gleichen Niveau wie die 
untere Seite (15) des Paneels (1) befindet. 

13. Paneel nach einem der AnsprQche 1 bis 12, da- 
durch gekennzeichnet, dass der innere Teil der Sta- 
bilisiernut (13) mit einer Dichtung zur Verbesserung 
der Wasserdichtheit versehen ist. 

14. Verwendung eines Paneels nach einem der An- 
sprQche 1 bis 13, zum Bedecken des Bodens und/ 
oder der WSnde eines nassen Raums. 

15. Verwendung nach Anspruch 14, dadurch gekenn- 
zeichnet, dass das Paneel aus dem aushSrtenden 
Laminat des sogenannten Kompaktlaminattyps 
oder aus einer nicht wasserabsorbierenden Basis 
mit einer OberflSchenschciht (17) gefertigt ist, die 
aus Farbe, einer thermoplastischen Folie, einer Pa- 
pierschicht, die mit aushartendem Harz impragniert 
ist oder aus einem aushartenden Laminat, besteht. 

16. Verwendung nach Anspruch 15, dadurch gekenn- 
zeichnet, dass die Basis unter der Oberflachen- 
schicht aus einem Karton besteht, der durch Pres- 
sen von Holzpartikeln oder Holzschnitzeln herge- 
stellt ist, die mit einem Thermoplast impragniert 
sind. 



Revendications 

1. Panneau de sol ou panneau mural, de preference 
en stratifie thermodurcissable comportant deux pai- 
res de bords lateraux paralleles (2, 3 et 4, 5, res- 
pectivement), deux de ces bords lateraux etant mu- 
nis de moyens blocage de sous la forme d'une rai- 
nure (6) et les deux autres etant munis d'une lan- 
guette (7) s'inserant dans la rainure (6) de sorte 
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qu'un raccord a languette et rainure pour I'assem- 
blage des panneaux est forme, dans leque! la rai- 
nure (6) et la languette (7) sont formees par un rac- 
cord a enclenchement mutuel comprenant une ou 
plusieurs saillies d'enclenchement (9) formees sur 5 
le cdte superieur de meme que sur le cdte inferieur 
de la languette (7) et des rainures d'assemblage par 
enclenchement coop6rant correspondantes (10) 
formees dans la rainure (6), caracterise en ce que 
la rainure (6) et la languette (7) forment un assem- 10 
blage etanche a I'eau et en ce que la rainure (6) 
comporte une ouverture d'entree (8) situee vers le 
panneau lateral ou panneau mural adjacent par 
rapport au raccord a enclenchement mutuel et se 
prolonge dans une rainure stabilisatrice (13) a Tin- is 
terieur du raccord a enclenchement mutuel, en ce 
que la languette (7) comporte un collet arriere (11) 
destine a etre insere dans I'ouverture d'entree (8) 
et une partie stabilisatrice (12), depassant vers 
I'avant, destinee a etre inseree etroitement dans la 20 
rainure stabilisatrice (13), de sorte que des pan- 
neaux de raccord (1) une fois assembles par les 
raccords a enclenchement mutuel et les parties sta- 
bilisatrices (12) dans les rainures stabilisatrices 
(13) sont fixes Tun a I'autre et ne peuvent pas se 25 
separer de fa con involontaire tandis qu'en meme 
temps un revetement de sol ou revetement mural 
rigide respectivement sans espaces non voulus en- 
tre les panneaux est obtenu. 

30 

Panneau selon la revendication 1, caracterise en 
ce que deux bords lateraux adjacents (2, 4) com- 
ponent une rainure (6) et les deux autres bords la- 
teraux (3, 5) component une languette (7). 

35 

Panneau selon la revendication 1 ou 2, comprenant 
une base n'absorbant pas I'eau avec une couche 
superficielle etanche a I'eau. 

Panneau selon la revendication 3, caracterise en 40 
ce que la couche superficielle est faite de peinture, 
d'une feuille thermoplastique com me de polyethy- 
lene, de polypropylene ou de poly(chlorure de viny- 
le), d'une feuille de papier impregnee d'une resine 
thermodurcissable ou d'un stratifie thermodurcissa- 45 
ble. 

Panneau selon la revendication 3 ou 4 t caracterise 
en ce que la base est faite d'un panneau fabrique 
en comprimant des particules de bois ou des co- so 
peaux de bois impregnes d'un thermoplastique. 

Panneau selon I'une quelconque des revendica- 
tions 1 a 5, caracterise en ce que la rainure (6) de 
meme que la languette (7) sont faites d'un materiau 55 
etanche a I'eau, tel qu'un thermoplastique, un stra- 
tifie thermodurcissable, un panneau de copeaux ou 
un panneau de particules impregne d'un thermo- 



plastique, d'aiuminium ou equivalent. 

7. Panneau selon Tune quelconque des revendica- 
tions 1 a 6, caracterise en ce que la rainure (6) de 
meme que la languette (7) sont formees comme un 
rebord fixe aux bords lateraux du panneau. 

8. Panneau selon I'une quelconque des revendica- 
tions 1 a 7, caracterise en ce que la rainure (6) et 
la languette (7) formant rebord respectivement sont 
fixees dans une cavite le long des bords lateraux. 

9. Panneau selon I'une quelconque des revendica- 
tions 1 a 8, caracterise en ce qu'une bande d'en- 
clenchement (9) est formee sur le cdte superieur de 
la languette (7) et une sur son cdte inf6rieur, tandis 
que la rainure (6) comporte deux rainures d'assem- 
blage par enclenchement (10) une en haut et une 
en bas. 

10. Panneau selon I'une quelconque des revendica- 
tions 1 a 9, caracterise en ce que la partie stabili- 
satrice (12) a une largeur allant de 2 a 10 mm, de 
preference de 4 a 10 mm. 

11. Panneau selon I'une quelconque des revendica- 
tions 1 a 1 0, caracterise en ce que le cdte inferieur 
(14) de la rainure (6) est situe au meme niveau que 
le cdte inferieur (15) du panneau (1). 

12. Panneau selon I'une quelconque des revendica- 
tions 1 a 11, caracterise en ce que le cdte inferieur 
(16) de la languette (7) est situe au meme niveau 
que le cdte inferieur (15) du panneau (1). 

13. Panneau selon I'une quelconque des revendica- 
tions 1 a 12, caracterise en ce que la partie interieu- 
re de la rainure stabilisatrice (13) est munie d'un 
joint pour ameliorer I'etancheite a I'eau. 

14. Utilisation d'un panneau selon I'une quelconque 
des revendications 1 a 13 destine a couvrir le sol 
et/ou les murs d'une piece humide. 

15. Utilisation selon la revendication 14, caracterisee 
en ce que le panneau est fait du stratifie thermodur- 
cissable de type appele stratifie compact ou d'une 
base n'absorbant pas I'eau avec une couche super- 
ficielle (17) faite de peinture, d'une feuille thermo- 
plastique. d'une feuille de papier impregnee de re- 
sine thermodurcissable ou d'un stratifie thermodur- 
cissable. 

16. Utilisation selon la revendication 15, caracterisee 
en ce que la base sous la couche superficielle com- 
prend un panneau fabrique en comprimant des par- 
ticules de bois ou des copeaux de bois impregnes 
d'un thermoplastique. 
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